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Why the president must be impeached and removed.
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Donald Trump ought to be impeached and removed from office. This isn’t
what I thought two months ago, when the impeachment inquiry began. I
argued that the evidence fell short of the standards of a prosecutable
criminal act. I also feared impeachment might ultimately help Trump
politically, as it had helped Bill Clinton in 1998. That second worry might
still prove true.

But if the congressional testimonies of Marie Yovanovitch, Bill Taylor,
Gordon Sondland, Alexander Vindman and especially Fiona Hill make
anything clear, it’s that the president’s highest crime isn’t what he tried
to do to, or with, Ukraine.

It’s that he’s attempting to turn the United States into Ukraine. The
judgment Congress has to make is whether the American people should
be willing, actively or passively, to go along with it.

I've followed UKkrainian politics fairly closely since 1999, when I joined
the staff of The Wall Street Journal Europe. It has consistent themes that
should sound familiar to American ears.
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The first theme is the criminalization of political differences. Years
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and fellow citizens as “human scum”; and mortal enemies as long-lost
friends — and then acting as if all this is perfectly normal. This is more
than a high crime. It’s a clear and present danger to our security,
institutions, and moral hygiene.

It’s to the immense credit of ordinary Ukrainians that, in fighting
Russian aggression in the field and fighting for better governance in
Kyiv, they have shown themselves worthy of the world’s support. And it’s
to the enduring shame of the Republican Party that they have been
willing to debase our political standards to the old Ukrainian level just
when Ukrainians are trying to rise to our former level.

The one way to stop this is to make every effort to remove Trump from
office. It shouldn’t have to wait a year.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor.
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